
Report on the Passage of SB 397 (Online Voter Registration)
 
 
Processes

 
A citizen of California may complete an online form from a computer with a secure 

server. As of now, October 12, 2011, the exact format; pdf, html etc. has yet to be determined; 
however one will enter in the following information into fields pertaining to:

1. First, Middle, and Last name
2. Home Address
3. Mailing Address, if different from home address
4. Driver’s License number or the last four digits of SSN
5. Political Party, or lack thereof
6. Previous registered address
7. E-Signature provided with the DMV

 
Eligibility 
 

Currently, 94% of people are capable of being registered via this method, according to 
the DMV.  One’s eligibility is contingent upon a E-Signature on file with DMV. Existing state law 
requires licensed persons to provide to the Department of Motor Vehicles a signature and the 
Department of Motor Vehicles is required to digitize that signature and forward the digitized 
signature to the Secretary of State if a person wishes to register to vote. This was implemented 
under the Help America Vote Act of 2002 and went into effect in 2003. It should be made 
explicit that one’s originial address and place of birth has no bearing on their eligibility.
 
Implementation

 
The Secretary of State has put an aggressive deadline as prior to the June primaries, so 

this would translate to early May.  The more lax, and realistic, deadline is September 2012 in 
preparation for the November election.
 
Analysis and Implications for SOPAC

 
This legislative advent has several positive implications for SOPAC with only one 

foreseeable drawback. 
After reviewing some information held by the Secretary of State, it is clear that one 

could e-mail this form to students en masse. While it is well known that mass e-mails are not 
of great efficacy, as the November elections approach, and to a certain extent the primaries, 
these e-mails will become more appealing to investigate by potential student voters. It is this 
analysis’ proposal that we seek some kind of legitimation via Triton Link, student organizations, 
and/or specific colleges. In essence the e-mails will be more likely to be read if they have been 
associated with a specific student’s interests and/or living arrangement.  The Marketing and 
Information Disemination wing of SOPAC would be most suited for such a task.

 
Additionally, this bill will aid our tabling efforts by downplaying the psychological 

intimidation of administrative and governmental forms.  A student between the ages of 17 and 



21 is far more comfortable with a laptop computer than a monotonous, dreary, and seemingly 
unnecessary 17” x 11” registration card.  Moreover, computers have the connotation of being 
quick, easy, and convenient while forms are associated with archaic forms of information 
transfer.  Consequently, this should serve as a “get-them-in-the-door” type tactic.

 
The only drawbacks this analysis can perceive as of yet is the possibility of identity theft.  

A potential hacker could notice a voter registration table and make the simple connection that 
valuable, personal information is being submitted electronically, and therefore take advantage 
of said situation in a malicious manner. The potentiality of risk is beyond the knowledge of this 
analysis and should be found out via a person or source with greater expertise.
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